Danny Zaino takes karate lessons seriously

Story and photas by Tam MeCurdy

At first appearanee. Danny Zaino loks like
annthivr Wocky: Balboa, Ne has the narriiy eves, the
sapngre faw anid e broad shonlders,

Theat 4% it thee remsnn Bluck Knight korte mases
Eel Hrown sicknnmed him the “Tralian Stallion.”
Trowever, Brown proclains Zaino achieved the Lihel
hecainse he knocks peoqibe on.”

That's ecactly what Fuing hus heen doiog in e

|t VAT, sy lsen Io= is pot aan :rill‘]- ws o mpemiher ol thi
S NP o Incthat time frame, his has captoeed o
fimst or sewond pace i five seporate kasie foonm
ments, hoilding an award cullection consisting oif
five trophics and u plangie
_ Fighting ns a green bBelt i the are ol Co-Ju, Zaiun
won fiest plage in katn esercises af last yoars Ford
Bliss/Bkiek Kuight Karate tmament. e ook a
firse o kverate CEighting )il Bavthe Stur Roarut
compaetitinn and axecond plice in kata in the e
tonengmient. He Hnished secand in kuniite in i
Andlrews Rarate Chamnphomships smd broaghe Hame
i fiest in Knimite and o second in Kata from the Sun
I".pl}' Infernationsk.

National recognition

T wedelitiosn b thee Ineul tonrnaments, the takian
stalliog el fssled b i Kmndte at e Dhallaas
Farrt Warth Nationals List vear, This fonrmamenl &
e il e lariest amil mond inaportant karitbe foyre:

cuenils i the L e States

This bs all guite ingiressive bor o rrna s it
hescnrne interested in bmte aotil e was 17 years
ald. The now 21 year-old Zxino owes, part ol his
scvew o s best friend Bock i Flaridi, Kiith
Bryer

Hie espladng, “RKueith was teiching classes at the
v b dhe Jocal YMOCA, Daaw how ool enjoy oend
b wits Biaw brg with karaee aned declided o try it tor
wvartf. Thist wins for vears ago, and Zain has o
intenting e aguittimeg now.

“Aleer Ljoined the Army.” Xainog sl 7] e senl

o TSR

JTIE.[AN STALLION SCORES WITH S1DE KICK-Damny Zaino (1) altempts

L

r.“_l. ] Jae 41 =
pts » vide kick against black belt

Alfred O Neal during a practice session in the Japancye Garden, O'Nealand alher hlack belts on the Black Kiight
team have been instrumental in helping Zaino perfect his skills,

b Kires where 1 leasid inder thi supervision of
A Wang (o souhidegree block helt in Tae Kwvan
130, the Rorean stybe of karate),”

Faimn obtained the rank of rod belt in Korea, it
whien he eame to Fart Bliss and joined the Black
Knighits, Hrowen forced himn tostortat w hite bt the
Tt Tovel.

Hrowiiex |.|l.1ll'|i.".!-iil'-n"rlllll:l“:l\'l‘ Joot Mgt 1 ill“"i!ﬁt
s mx a red b, s wgenld have ermnharassed himsadl:
Thre wirs s meach hat oar red belis Knew thit D
dicke's, i weasn't s Eononidsiying thae instroction
P gt i Koorea weas ' spondd, B st sonsn't the saime
instraction given by the Black Kmights to pract-
tineers with the rank of sed belt,™

F i hus gatten his rank hock in the veor and &
feadl e b Besens i thie Black Kinfaht system, Bluck
Kuights sire prasmated anby once s viear, Hiethinks he
wall aechieve his brown helt in the upeoming sis
montle, or mayhe a vear and o Tall

He eredits bis suctess (o his superiors, the black
Bl oom thie fosann. “Muster Brown, Bersard Saiminel,
Alfred AN el Ed Adames and the others have been
very: heldplul. ‘T contimnally teach me how (o
et peove thennzh exnmples. 18 weront for them, 1
wonldn't benearly as saccesalal s | have Been, They
are definitely some of the et nstructors in the
Army.”

Yaimnn's sucees has praid huge dividends. Brown

S, #1 told Zarines what Dwaniod and wenpected from

. 1 told himn i1 he took g {irst polace dn this
tonimisyent or that tosrnament, § wosnkd insnge that
T wtfndlel an 1o s spaoet’s clinic. Promises are for
loveers., [:-llm--rl'_l-t- are for winners.”

That f exacsly what happened, ¥aing retumed

just twaweeks ago from s B day clade i hich e
anl & Tew other Alsck, Knlghts foured Southwest
high sehoals in Texns wed Oklahati. _

"W wisited nt least 3 sehooks” Zainn sabd
TErvervones was very interested in what we bl fa
sy, eneept for one schood ieone of the larger citire
Kicls fromn the ity it mml.!} pevepit e Army
tev-woll, which i exactly whil Napjiened.

However, in Amarillo we practically tonk over s
whale schonl, Everyone wanted to know hore
ahont karateand the Black Kagghts in particulae. We
weren't receuiting, W jost teied toistill in their
s that thee ds anore b the Army then Dasic
training 1 you are interested in Karate, we ave
that, IF yon like hakethall, we have that oo
Athletdes, and THY travel in conjunction with ath-
leties {8 ilsre for the tmking.”

1t likie the television commercintstatec Bealltha
skt can b 1

Dy, ~labion Stallion” Laing s

dhomig, exaetly
that, and sk, much more. = '




